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I.  Overview and Rationale

In this lesson plan, students will learn how to apply previously taught media literacy skills to use Storify to compile reliable, credible sources to help them sift through the online chatter to get to the heart of critical, informed stories as they develop throughout the world.
Students view social media as a reliable source of information and news. In a market that is crowded with information, however, how do students determine what is reliable, what is newsworthy, and what content is worth sharing with others?  In this lesson, students will use Storify to help them sift through the online noise to determine what are the most pertinent and reliable sources of information regarding a developing or ongoing newsworthy story.
II.  Goals for Understanding

Students will be able to apply basic concepts that have been previously taught and apply them to creating a Storify story to cover a developing newsworthy event.  Students will analyze multiple sources to determine credible information to share with others.
III.  Essential Questions

1. How are stories communicated online?

2. How can multimedia storytelling improve reporting?

3. With a 24 hour news cycle and so many online voices, what strategies do readers and viewers use to determine what is credible, reliable, and newsworthy?

4. How can students use Storify as analysis tool?

IV.  Critical Engagement Questions

1. How has the role of citizen journalists and social media reshaped news story reporting?

2. What is the value in analyzing multiple sources of information regarding a developing story?

3. What subjects will students cover on Storify?

4. How often will students create Storify stories?

V.  Overviews and Timeline
Note:  This lesson assumes students have access to a computer lab, laptops, or tablets 
Activity One (One 50-minute class)
1. At the beginning of class, review what media literacy is and strategies consumers of news use to determine the credibility, reliability, and newsworthiness of a story and sources.
2. View #TEDxBrussels: How Social Media Is Changing The News (17 minutes)

3. After viewing, discuss some of the topics raised in the video.  Questions to consider:
a. What role do citizen journalists play?
b. How do feelings and facts help to convey news stories?
c. In what ways are social media, citizen journalists, and empathy connected?
d. In what ways can ordinary citizens take on the watchdog role traditionally
          held by trained journalists?
e. What responsibilities come with citizens adopting this watchdog role?
f. What are some concerns with citizens adopting this watchdog role?
g. What is Storify’s purpose? Why is this needed in a digital world?
h. Damman says, “Everyone is a reporter, not everyone is a journalist.”  What is
          the difference?
i. Why is media literacy and sharing our voices and the voices of others
          important to a global perspective?
4. Direct student to Ben Doernberg’s Storify coverage of the verbal abuse of a bus monitor by middle school students.  (referenced in Damman’s Ted Talk)  Give students 15 minutes to read through the story, watch videos, and jot down observations. Students should be prepared to share observations with the class.  Questions to consider:
a. What types of sources did Doernberg use for this story?

b. How do these sources help the reader empathize with Klein’s plight?

c. What role did citizen journalists play in telling Klein’s story?
d. Why is Klein’s story newsworthy?
e. What elements of news are present in her story?
f. If one of the roles of a journalist is to be a watchdog, what impact did the 
          reporting of Klein’s story have?

g. 
What are some of the positive consequences of Klein’s story reaching a larger audience?

5.     Direct students to Five Rules for Journalists Using Storify. 
Due tomorrow:  Students will evaluate a Storify story about a newsworthy topic using the five rules’ guidelines.

Activity Two: (One 50-minute class)

1. 
Class will begin with a discussion of the types of newsworthy stories students found on Storify, the ways in which those stories were told, and how this nontraditional story format might better inform a reader and viewer.
2. 
Break students into small groups and give them 15 minutes to brainstorm three story ideas to tell in Storify.
3. 
Students share ideas. Through group discussion, we will decide story topics that lend themselves to Storify’s storytelling technique. Stories will then be assigned on a first come, first serve basis.
4.  
Students will return to their small group to begin work on their assigned topic for their Storify story.
5.  
Direct students to How to: create stories using Storify to reference as they work.
Activity Three: (Five 50-minute classes)

1. 
Students will have five class periods to work in their small groups to search and complete their Storify story.
2. 
Each story must include:

a. 
The facts (5Ws +H)

b. 
Multiple sources (minimum ten)

3. 
Follow the Five Rules for Journalists Using Storify
4.   Written summary of the story (turned in separately).

5. 
Written review of the process from each group member.  Must include:

a. 
Team contribution

b. 
Role student played in group

c. 
Story gathering method(s)

d. 
Conflicts

e. 
Positives

f. 
Anything he/she would do differently moving forward

Activity Four: (One 50-minute class)

1. 
Groups will present Storify packages to class.
2. 
Provide students time to read, comment, and evaluate their peers’ Storify stories.

3. 
Upload groups’ work to school’s newspaper site and push out to various social media channels.

VI.  Assessment
1. Class discussions.

2. Student evaluations of sample Storify packages.

3. Student evaluation of group work.

4. Student evaluation of peers’ work.

5. Final Storify package created in groups.
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