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I.  Overview and Rationale

Particularly for schools with club-based journalism groups—and especially when the students newspaper club produces only an online publication—there is often little time to teach even the most basic elements of journalism.  The focus instead is typically on producing enough content—at varying levels of mastery—to keep the site relevant.
The following lesson plan aims to accomplish two main goals: 1) help beginning journalism students evaluate the quality of a news site and 2) help familiarize students with very basic video editing skills.  This plan does assume that students have access to iPads, though not every student in class needs one.  Groups can work as well.
II.  Goals for Understanding

Upon completion of this lesson, students will have an early understanding of what to look for in a news website that makes it either effective or ineffective, and they will also be able to edit a one-minute video.
III.  Essential Questions

· How can a news website get the most out of its layout?
· How do photos, graphics, and headlines impact the way a reader engages with a website’s material?

· What are some layout decisions to avoid when designing a newspaper website?

· How can multimedia increase audience engagement?
IV.  Critical Engagement Questions

· How can I use my own experiences viewing news websites in order to determine best practices for the school newspaper’s website?
· How can I pair video with my written pieces to increase the likelihood of readers engaging with the material?

V.  Overview and Timeline

Given the introductory nature of this lesson, it should come very early in the school year—perhaps even over a summer journalism camp—and should take three 50-minute class periods.  The teacher could extend or shorten this length depending on preferences described below.

Activity 1 (one 50-minute class period)

The goal of the first day of the lesson is to have students explore professional or other student-created newspaper sites with an eye towards what works and what doesn’t.  Because this first foray into journalism should be exploratory for students, the teacher should not necessarily formally introduce elements of journalism to students.  (This lesson could be adapted for more seasoned students by having the teacher present formally on a very specific element of journalism—cut lines, for example—and then ask students to go on to explore only cut lines.)

The teacher should show on the classroom projector a news site—good or bad—to the entire group, and ask the students to describe what they see.  They do not need to evaluate or comment on any of what they see yet—just create a descriptive list of what the site looks like, even clicking on a few links or stories to see what those look like as well.  The teacher can do this with a few different sites to develop a wider list of descriptive qualities.  Variety works best here to show students the wide range of possibilities.  
The list of descriptive qualities should be written where everyone can see it, and students should record these in a notebook.  (This list will eventually include things such as headlines, advertisements, big pictures, small pictures, etc.).

The teacher should then ask students to visit at least three different news websites on their own, looking for the same things, and deciding what they like and what they don’t.  Students will need to bookmark these sites, especially the pages about which they have the most to say.  They should use their own judgment for what they like and don’t like, and the class will later have the chance to discuss what was best.
Students should consider the above assignment homework if they don’t finish it in class.
Additional homework could be to download the free “Videolcious” app on their iPads, though this could be done in class the following day, as well.

Activity 2 (one 50-miniute class period)

(This lesson plan does not outline exactly how to use Videolicious, but the following link includes a great tutorial: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fnPhRc3Ij3I).  The teacher should watch this video and should be comfortable creating a 60-second clip before today’s activity.

The teacher can begin class by showing a sample 60-second video made from the app Videolicious.  Here is a goofy, non-journalistic sample about food:  

https://youtu.be/gDhhUZhuY4Q
The above clip simply shows what can be done with the Videolicious app.  To connect it to a journalistic endeavor, the teacher should then tell students that they will be creating a 60-second video that uses screen shots of the websites they identified for homework and includes narration about those websites—what they liked about the presentations, the headlines, the photos, the general layout, etc., or what they did not like about those things. 

If students did not download the Videolicious app at home the night before, they should do it now.  

The teacher should walk students through an in-class tutorial of using the Videolicious app.  Showing students how to create videos will take about 15-20 minutes, depending on student questions.

Students will use the rest of the class period to put together their own 60-second clips, narrating over screen shots of news websites to talk about the elements that work and the elements that don’t.

Students should finish their video for homework.  If it seems that students are rushed or are struggling, they can use another day to create their videos, if time allows.  It is often best to walk through the entire process, from creation to sharing, together in class the first time.
Day 3  (one 50-minute class period)

Students will watch each other’s videos and comment on what they see.  Through viewing the videos and talking through them, the class will create a list of “What to Do, and What to Avoid.”  These items them become some beginning guidelines for students as they continue their work in journalism.
Students can share their videos any number of ways.  The most efficient is to have them upload them to a Learning Management System, such as Schoology, where the videos are all posted into a single discussion accessible to the teacher.  Making the videos easily accessible is highly dependent on the resources available to the teacher.  
VI.  Assessment

This initial three-day plan is exploratory in nature and ideally is not assessed (but for completion).  However, an extension of this exercise is that students can then go on to create 60-second video clips about newsworthy events and/or features, and these clips can then be posted to the website to complement written pieces.  These videos should reflect qualities of good journalism that a teacher expects: fair, honest, and thorough reporting; wide, medium, and tight shots; a compelling storyline; etc.  The Videolicious app, then, becomes more than simply a tool for talking about good journalism, but it becomes a creation tool for good journalism.
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