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Fight for your right (to party)

I. Overview and Rationale

This lesson is for an Introduction to Journalism class. It is to create a basic understanding and appreciation for the First Amendment. I have done some of the introduction activities in this lesson before and know they work successfully. The assessment part of the lesson is a selection of projects inspired by resources from the Newseum, 1forall.us (a website I discovered too late in the spring of last school year to use) and the ASNE Reynolds High School Journalism Institute. I’m excited to build upon my original lesson of the First Amendment to turn it into a broader lesson and project-based assessment.

II. Goals for Understanding

The students will:

· Identify the five freedoms of the First Amendment.
· Understand the value and importance of each freedom.
· Find relevance in the First Amendment to historical events and current news stories.
· Create a group of photos, a short video, or an infographic page to demonstrate an understanding of the First Amendment.
III. Essential Questions

· What five freedoms are provided by the First Amendment?
· What is the importance and value of each freedom?
· What historical or recent news events demonstrate protection by the First Amendment?
IV. Critical Engagement Questions

· Why do so many Americans not know the five freedoms provided by the First Amendment?

· Why is it important for these five freedoms to be known and understood?

V. Overviews and Timeline


Day 1 (90-minute class)
Hook

Students will enter class and Beastie Boys “Fight for Your Right” chorus will be playing on a loop (using Vine). 

I explain they have to ‘fight’ for their right to party. The ‘fight’ is learning and understanding their basic rights of the First Amendment and successfully completing a project demonstrating this. The class will ‘party’ on presentation day (food day- my students will do anything for food).  This is just a few minutes at the beginning of class to get them to ‘buy in.’ This fits my teaching style and is teacher preference, but not necessary. 

Activity 1 (10 minutes) Whole group and individual 

Students are asked to get out a blank sheet of paper and a pen. I then give the following instructions: “No talking and no cheating. You will be asked to write five words for the correct answer, and if you think you have all five correct, you stand. Now, write the five freedoms or rights of the First Amendment. That’s it. No talking and no cheating.”  (I make it a contest for Smarties candy to see who can do it first. If I have students who get all five, I joke that they can ‘party’ immediately. Many can’t think of more than one! Others think they have it and have to sit down because they’re wrong. The most common mistake is the right to bear arms. 

Once students successfully identify five, I display the First Amendment on the board and they copy the text and write a basic definition of each freedom.

We watch a video of celebrities reading the First Amendment from the 1 for All website: http://1forall.us/media-resources/video/
I mention this video is the first example of a possible project for this lesson. 

Activity 2 (30 minutes) Whole group and small group

We tally the first results (How many knew all five? 1 of 25 students. How many knew religion- 12 of 25 students, etc.). In small groups they create a unique infographic to demonstrate their knowledge or lack of knowledge on the First Amendment. We then look at The State of the First Amendment infographic from the Newseum: http://www.newseuminstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/FAC_SOFA15_infographic.pdf
We use this again the next class.

I mention this infographic is the second example of a possible project for this lesson.

Activity 3 (50 minutes) Whole group and individual or partners

With a very basic understanding of each freedom, students are asked to think of and write one example, historical or recent, that demonstrates each freedom. They can also think of a visual, a picture or image they imagine when they think of each freedom. We discuss this next class. I’ll show the winners of the #1forall Picture Freedom contest winners:

 http://1forall.us/picture-freedom-contest/  

This discussion will carry on more in depth in the next class.

I mention this display of pictures is the third example of a possible project for this lesson.

Homework
Before students leave, they will be given the final project ideas for this lesson. They will need to come to the next class period with ideas for the project. Teacher preference on individual, partner or group work. 

Project choices:

1. 
Create a video that mimics the 1forALL First Amendment video using school celebrities. 

2. 
Create an infographic page that mimics the Newseum State of the First Amendment with school specific survey results.
3.  Create a set of 5 pictures that represent each of the five freedoms of the First Amendment inspired by the #1forALL Picture Freedom contest.

Day 2

Activity 1 (10 minutes) Individual

Pop Quiz. Students will get out a blank sheet of paper and will be asked to write the five freedoms from the First Amendment again. We could briefly discuss the difference in results from the class before.

Activity 2  (50 minutes) Whole group and individual 

Students will be asked to choose which freedom they think is most important. They have to choose the one freedom that they would keep if they could only have one. They have to write a sentence or two to explain and/or justify their answer. We then discuss by relating to historical and current events and they quickly realize they need all five for the First Amendment to work successfully. We can use the infographic sheet for current event ideas. (I got the idea for this ‘choose only one freedom’ discussion from somewhere a couple of years ago. I have no official credit to give, but it works as a great discussion). 

Activity 3 (30 minutes) Whole group

Discuss the project and plan the project. 

Homework
Students could work on projects outside of class. Teacher preference to give time in class to complete the project. 

VI. Assessment

Presentation of projects and “party” celebrating student’s victory in the “fight” to learning their rights. Students will present their chosen projects to the class (with food for celebrating). Students will have to complete a peer review and a reflection. 

Presentation style would depend on preference of teacher, size of the class and time. I’ve not done this particular set of projects, but in other similar projects I’ve allowed whole group presentation if there is time. It would be good to do small rotating groups. It could also be an option for groups to be based on similar or different style projects for consistency or variety. Again, this is teacher preference. 
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