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I. Overview and Rationale: Students have been writing shorter feature stories and personality profiles. This takes them into the next step of incorporating more sources and also research on a particular topic.
II. Goals for Understanding: Students will write a comprehensive in-depth report that demonstrates knowledge of locating sources, conducting interviews, feature lead writing and journalistic writing format and flow.
III. Essential Questions:

IV. Critical Engagement Questions: How hard is it to find good and reliable sources within your school and outside? What does it take to blend multiple sources into one story that flows well?
V. Overview and Timeline:  11, 50 minute class periods total.

Activity 1: 1 class period: Go over assignment. Pick topic and have it approved. Think of who your sources will be.

Activity 2: 1 class period: Write and turn in interview questions for all sources.

Activity 3: 2 class periods: Research in the library and online
Activity 4: 1 class period: Write lead and turn in. Make corrections as needed.

Activity 5: 3 class periods: Turn in finished interviews and work on rough draft to turn in.

Activity 6: 1 class period: Exchange rough draft with two peers and edit.

Activity 7: 2 class periods: Work on final draft and turn in.

VI. Assessment: Grading will be of interview questions, interviews, lead, rough draft completion, peer edits and a final draft.
In-Depth Report

You will be writing an in-depth report over your topic. You will need to conduct two student interviews and one expert interview. Your story will be approximately 20 paragraphs long.  You must include facts from research. You will also use a number of quotes from all of your sources throughout the story. It must have a headline, lead, body, and closing.

You must pick a topic for your in-depth report from this list:  (2 people maximum per topic)

· Sleep disorders in students

· Stress/Pressure among students

· Depression among students

· Stepfamilies and effects of divorce

· Vegetarianism

· ADHD

· Students with strong religious beliefs

· Students who have gone through a serious illness

OR if you have a topic you have come with, you can do it based on approval from me.

Your schedule is as follows:
Day 1 -  Pick topic and give to teacher. Think of who your sources will be.

Day 2 - Write and turn in interview questions for all 3 sources.
Day 3 - Library for research.
Day 4 - Internet for research. 
Day 5 - Work on lead and turn in. 

Day 6 - Turn in finished interviews, work on rough draft.

Day 7 - Work on rough draft.

Day 8 - Finish rough draft—turn in. 

Day 9 - Exchange for editing. 

Day 10 - Work on final draft.

You will be graded as follows (NOTE: these are your only grades for almost 3 weeks!)
Sources/Interview Questions-Daily grade
Completed Interviews-Daily grade

Lead –Daily grade

Rough Draft Completion-Quiz grade

Rough Draft Edit-Quiz grade

Final Draft-Test grade
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