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I. Overview and Rationale: The students will evaluate local and national news stories and connect the stories to their own community. So often students want to write a national news story and they fail to connect it to their readers. In an effort to make a story relevant, students often have to dig deeper to make a connection. This lesson will force the students to connect ANY news story to their own community.
II. Goals for Understanding
*In researching a story, students will make multiple local connections, thus making the story relevant for the readers.
*After making multiple connections, the students will analyze the connections, choosing the most relevant one.
* The students will be able to not only report the story, but report how it may affect the community.
III. Essential Questions
a. Why is it important to connect all stories to my readers?
b. How do I make those relevant connections when the story seemingly has nothing to do with my readers?
IV. Critical Engagement Question: What challenges are created when making a sensitive story relevant to the community? For example, if a student in a predominantly African American community is reporting on the Ferguson riots, what challenges might he/she face when connecting the riots locally? How do you handle these challenges with sensitivity while still reporting the news?
V. Overview and Timeline
a. Day 1 (55 minutes)
i. Have students look through newspapers (national and local), writing down which of these stories are relevant and pertain to our readers. After five minutes, share answers with the class. Inform the students that ALL of the stories are both relevant and pertain to our readers. (10 minutes)
ii. In small groups, have the students read the article “Good stories prove their relevance to the audience” and discuss different ways in which journalists can connect any story to their community. Come back and bring ideas back as a class. (15 minutes)   http://www.americanpressinstitute.org/journalism-essentials/makes-good-story/good-stories-prove-relevance-audience/
iii. Read a short news story as a class (on the overhead) and lead the students in a discussion on what types of things they might do to make the story relevant. Add your ideas as you see fit. (15 minutes)
iv. Provide each small group of students with a news story (you will cut out stories beforehand). Instruct them to read the article and come up with as many local connections as possible—they must make each story relevant to their readers. Come back and share as a class. (15 minutes)
v. Homework: Each student is to find a national news story. Cut it out (or print it) and make a list of connections they could make to the local community. 
b. Day 2 (55 minutes)
i. Students are to share their homework findings with their elbow partner. Then a few students will share their work with the entire class. (10 minutes)
ii. Review yesterday’s lesson with the students. (5 minutes)
iii. Students pull a news story idea from the hat. They are to research and report on the story, not only reporting the news, but connecting it back to the community. (The ideas are national news or news from neighboring cities.) Stories are due tomorrow. (40 minutes)
VI. Assessment
a. Informal:
i. Thumbs up/thumbs down throughout the lesson to check for comprehension. 
ii. Ask for fingers 1-4 (1= huh? And 4 = I could teach this) throughout the lesson.
iii. Observe group work, listen to contributions, and ask probing questions to get them to think more.
b. Formal: 
i. Homework: check that students can independently connect a news story to the community.
ii. Students submit a news story in which they report the news but also connect it to the local community.
