Media Literacy
Developed by Anne Carver Weakley
Cosby High School
Midlothian, Virginia
I. Overview and Rationale
This lesson was designed to introduce students to the idea that because media literacy is the responsibility of an informed and engaged electorate, it is every person’s duty to make sure they are willing and able to use multiple sources to find “truth” as they shift through and categorize the news outlets available to consumers in this advanced technological age.
II. Goals for Understanding
a. The impact of the evolution of technology on media.
b. The responsibility of an informed electorate to read and inform themselves through journalism.
c. The belief that media literacy creates better citizens, better news consumers, and better critical thinkers.
d. When a story has dozens of sides, the truth is somewhere in the middle.
III. Essential Questions
a. How has the evolution of technology had an impact on Journalism?
b. How can a citizen inform themselves through journalism in 2015?
c. How does media literacy create better citizens, better news consumers, and better critical thinkers?
d. How can a consumer of news find the truth?
IV. Critical Engagement Questions
a. What are ten important technological advancements since 1867 that you can prove had an impact on journalism?
b. How have Jefferson’s intention evolved to produce implications for journalism in 2015?
c. What is Rachel Dolezal’s “truth”? 
d. Which media outlets have and in what ways have they informed our understanding of that truth?
V. Overviews and Timeline
a. (5 minutes) Project the “Communications Through the Ages” infographic and discuss highlights as students view it on their own computers: https://www.atlassian.com/communication-through-the-ages-infographichttps://www.atlassian.com/communication-through-the-ages-infographic 

b. (5 minutes) Project the following quote from Thomas Jefferson, and ask students to read and complete a timed writing to brainstorm the intent and implications of his words to Edward Carrington in 1787: 
“The basis of our governments being the opinion of the people, the very first object should be to keep that right; and were it left to me to decide whether we should have a government without newspapers or newspapers without a government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter. But I should mean that every man should receive those papers and be capable of reading them.”

c. (10-15 minutes) The teacher will use the following timeline to lead a discussion that intertwines discussion of the evolution of communication, government and journalism over the last 150 years.
d. (30-40 minutes) In a group, students will read the following articles from a variety of news outlets to compare and discuss the similarities and differences in the way the authors approach their lead, the facts that are given, the amount of opinion they contain, quotes, sources, and the ways in which the information is presented

(both the reputation of the news outlet and the mediums used to deliver the story).
i. http://www.people.com/article/larry-dolezal-stunned-by-parentage-claim
ii. http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/17/us/rachel-dolezal-nbc-today-show.html?_r=0
iii. http://www.cnn.com/2015/06/16/us/rachel-dolezal/
iv. http://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/naacp-leader-rachel-dolezal-lied-black-parents-article-1.2255743 
e. (15-20 minutes) The whole class will engage in a discussion of how the news is shaped in each example and come to some conclusions about the “truth.”
VI. Assessment
a. (Homework) Students will write an article that reflects the “truth” of Rachel Dolezal’s story, sticking strictly to facts and quotes to frame the story. Particular attention will be paid to writing the lead as the foundation for this truth.
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