Newspaper and History
Developed by Emily Sell
Bingham High School
South Jordan, Utah
I. Overview and Rationale
The purpose of this lesson plan is to draft a mission statement for our newspaper staff that will give the students a clear focus for why their work for the newspaper is so critical. Before drafting the mission statement, students will review old copies of our school's newspapers that date back to 1908; they will understand where our school comes from and how to build upon that rich history.
After drafting the newspaper staff mission statement, students will then use the old newspaper issues to inform their future story writing. Students can use the papers to get story ideas, photo ideas, structure ideas, and column ideas.
Once students have used the old newspapers to inform both their mission statement and their stories, the old newspaper issues will be scanned and stored in an electronic archive on our school's newspaper website.
 II. Goals for Understanding
1. Students will have a clear purpose for their writing by following the newspaper mission statement.
2. Students will understand the school newspaper's history and use that history to better inform their current writing.
III. Essential Questions 
1. What is our mission as a newspaper staff?
2. What services do we want to provide to our school?
IV. Critical Engagement Questions 
1. Why should our school newspaper's history matter?
2. What can we learn from our newspaper's history that can inform what we do now?
3. How can we make our school's rich history and tradition obvious in what we write?
V. Overviews and Timeline
Day 1 (90 minutes)
1. Students will review old issues of the school newspaper (30 minutes).
2. Using the schools' history as a guide, students will individually brainstorm ideas about what they want the mission statement to say (30 minutes).  See attached document for brainstorm guide.
3. Students will work together as a class to draft the final class mission statement (30 minutes).
Day 2 (90 minutes)
1. Students will use the old school newspapers to brainstorm story ideas for their upcoming newspaper (30 minutes).  See attached document for story generating.
2. Students will use the rest of the class period to sharpen the focus of their chosen stories so they have a tight angle and focus. They can use any extra time to start drafting their stories.
Ongoing
The newspaper historian will work with a team of students to scan in archived print issues of our school newspaper. These issues will be made available online. This process will probably take several years to complete.
 VI. Assessment 
The final assessment for this lesson plan will be the final draft of each student's brainstormed stories. The stories will be assessed for their focus and their connection to the historical newspapers. Students will also turn in a brief half-page reflection about what they learned by perusing the old newspapers and by writing their piece. The final draft is worth 40 points and the reflection is worth 10.
Supplies
1. Old copies of our school newspaper
2. Mission statement planning guide
3. Story generating guide
Mission Statement Ideas
After reading through old copies of our school newspaper, list three ideas that you have for our newspaper mission statement. The ideas can be qualities that you'd like staff members to exhibit or goals that you'd like the staff to focus on. Please write in full sentences and be as thoughtful as possible.
1.
2.
3.
Generating Story Chart
	Story 
List a headline from an archived story that you really enjoyed reading. Note what page it's on so you can find it again. 
	Why do I like this?
Explain why you like this story. What stood out to you?  List at least two bullet points.
	My Story Idea
Explain what story ideas you have that were inspired by the story you read.  Explain in at least two sentences.
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