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Producing a three-minute biography video about an influential journalist.

I. 
Overview and Rationale
After students have acquired basic video and editing skills, students will then produce a three- minute profile package about an established/influential journalist.  The students will learn how to build a visual story and also gain knowledge about careers in journalism. Students will be encouraged to review past recipients of the Cronkite Award and ASNE Awards to choose their journalist.
II. 
Goals for Understanding
A. Students will demonstrate the ability to research, write and edit a three-minute video 

that will be viewed by other students to learn about careers in journalism.
B. 
Write a compelling script that communicates the work and ethics of a journalist.
C. 
Students will be able to manage different media and understand why having a work-flow plan is essential to producing a digital media story.
D. 
Analyze the media industry and its business practices.

E. 
Understand various file formats and apply them to a digital media project

III. 
Essential Questions
A.  What preparation and research is needed to complete the biography video?

B.  What were the contributions of the person to the field of journalism?

C.  What challenges did the journalist overcome?

D.  Why are integrity and ethics important in the news media?

IV. 
 Critical Engagement Questions
A.  How are clips, audio and photographs used to use to draw the audience in? 

B.  What is the criteria for a journalist who is identified as influential?
C.  If you could interview the journalist, what would you ask them?

V.  
Overview and timeline.
This project is aimed at first year video production and broadcasting students. After students have produced several short videos using Final Cut Pro or Adobe Premiere, students will be prepared to produce a three-minute video biography about an influential journalist. The students will deconstruct a video biography, research their journalist, write a script, collect images, clips and audio. Then students will record narration and edit video. Their script will be approved before they begin bringing all the elements together. 

Activity 1:  Deconstruction of a script (60 minutes)

Students will first view and discuss biography videos. Students will be organized into small groups and deconstruct how the video was organized. 
After the biography video is analyzed, each group will list all the visual and audio elements that were used in the production of the biography video. Deconstructing a video will be beneficial to students to understand how the script, audio and visuals are used to create an informative video.

Activity 2:  Producing a video

After analyzing the biography videos, students will begin research and be directed to websites that will aid them in finding information. After two days of fact finding, students will begin to write their scripts and collect and organize their visuals.
For visuals to support their script, students will be encouraged to use quotes, news clips, childhood images, videos clips of interviews or historic events the journalist covered. Maps, infographics and illustrations may be used only if they support the story about the life work of the journalist. 

Students will produce a three-minute video after the script has been written and the visuals have been collected. Students will be allowed to use video clips to tell their stories from other sources. Students will be recording their narrative and building the story using Final Cut Pro or Adobe Premiere. Students may use music to move the story and build interest. Their audience is targeted to other digital media students. Students will be given more individual instruction in voice-overs, managing files, editing and exporting. Students must give credit to all sources used in the production of the video. 

Assessment: 

Students will be given a checklist of criteria in which to critique each others work. Peer evaluations will also include written feedback that is not included on the checklist. I will give individual feedback after the videos have been viewed by their peers. Students will be given time to make changes and improve their work. If the student chooses not to make the suggested improvements, the work will be assessed on their first cut. I always encourage students to take the extra steps to put the finishing touches on their work. 

Criteria for Evaluating Video Profile Packages
Evaluating Journalist Biography Video /Digital Storytelling Unit

Score each criteria for digital storytelling project from 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest.

Highest score possible 50 points.

Name of featured Journalist ____________________________________________

___ Use of Visuals is appropriate, imported high-resolution images.

___ Edited in a clear and understandable manner/is not confusing.

___ Ambience/music sets a mood for the video.

___ Video was informative/video was useful for understanding the work of a journalist.
___ Voice-over was clear/expression was evident in narrator’s voice.
___ Video clips and B-Roll were used appropriately, gave credit to source.
___ Good use of titles and graphics.
___ Explained why the journalist is notable and relevant today.

___ Audio levels were consistent, no jarring sounds.

___Video kept my interest/it was entertaining.
Additional Comments/feedback ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Resources:

Students will view the video about Edward R. Murrow 

http://www.newseumdigitalclassroom.org/digital-classroom/video/murrow/default.aspx
Students will begin their research on the biography channel

http://www.biography.com/people
To download clips for the biography video, students can use the US National Archives on youtube channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/usnationalarchives
Library of Congress for archived photographs: http://www.loc.gov/teachers/
Structure of a script: Students will refer to this page for script and editing information.

http://pbshawaii.org/how-to-produce-a-hiki-no-story
http://journalismdegree.org/2009/25-most-influential-journalists-in-history/
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