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Overview and Rationale
Students often struggle in figuring out what to write about, or where to get inspiration for a story. The outcome is to eliminate the perpetual question, “What should I write about?”.  This exercise allows students to reflect on their observations, which may lead to a story.  Students may also determine what makes a terrible story and scratch the idea before he/she becomes fully invested.  
Goals for Understanding
A.  Engage in pre-production/planning phase of production creation in journalism. 
1.  Conceptualize, develop, and present an idea. 
2.  Identify and describe newsworthy stories. 
B.  Demonstrate written communication skills required by the media industry.

1. Identify the purpose, content, and audience for communications. 
C.  Implement plan(s) for acquiring or creating a product in accordance with production phase tasks in  

      journalism. 

1. Present a workflow outline for a project from start to finish to ensure deadlines are met.
Essential Questions
A.   How can students overcome writer’s block?
B.   How can students become more immersed in their school and home environment?
C.   Why should students reflect on their surroundings?
Critical Engagement Questions 
A.  How can students become critical thinkers and observers through their brainstorming?
B.  How can students construct a meaningful article through analyzing their brainstorming?
Overviews and Timelines
A. Lesson requires two class sessions at the beginning of the writing cycle.

B. “Brainstorm Blitz Day 1” worksheet broken into Parts I-V with suggested time parameters up to 60 minutes.

C. “Brainstorm Blitz Day 2” worksheet broken into Parts I-IV with suggested time parameters up to 30 minutes.
Assessment
A.  See attached grading rubric.

B.  Accommodations listed at the bottom of rubric.
Materials  
Encourage use of technology and Google Docs if computer resources are available; paper copies are encouraged with recycled paper, or double sided copies).

A.  Paper copy of “Brainstorm Blitz” Day 1 Part I; or document prepared in Google Docs.

B.  Paper copy of “Brainstorm Blitz” Day 1 Part III; or document prepared in Google Docs
C.  Paper copy of “Brainstorm Blitz” Day 1 Part V Exit Ticket; or prepared and submitted to program of 
      choice.
D.  Paper copy of “Brainstorm Blitz” homework chart, or Google Docs.

E.  Paper copy storymap. 
Resources
Arizona CTE Career Preparation Standards and Measurement Criteria

http://www.azed.gov/career-technical-education/tech-standards/#Journalism
Story Ideas “Brainstorm Blitz” Day 1
PART I (Individual) 

Directions: In three minutes, list everything you have observed in and out of school. Just write. If nothing comes to your mind, skip the box. If you want to focus on certain boxes only, that’s fine too. Try to come back to the skipped boxes for more points.

	IN THE CLASSROOM
	IN THE HALLWAYS
	CAFETERIA-COURTYARD


	AT THE BUS/STUDENT PARKING LOT
	AT GAMES/EVENTS
	OTHER SCHOOL OBSERVATIONS



	SOCIAL MEDIA/TRENDING

	HOME/ROOM
	WORK


	CAR/DRIVING


	ON NEWS:
Local or State
	ON NEWS: 
US or International



PART II (small group 4-5 students) 12-15 minutes

1. Share observations list.  

2. Discuss a possible angle for each observation.  

3. Students take notes on their brainstorm page (encourage scribbling/annotating all over).

4. All students must participate (round robin style, talking chips, birth month order, etc.).  

5. To ensure active engagement, students must listen to their partners and circle/highlight/star any duplicated brainstorm idea a group member states.

PART III (partner) five minutes

1. Swap brainstorm sheets.  Partner to provide feedback.

2. Partner lists the top two brainstorm ideas that could potentially become an article.

3. Offer two possible angles and sources.

*Staff writer may use feedback suggestions or write about something different, but still must develop two angles/sources.
	Article Idea #1 


	Article Idea #2 


	Angle 1:


	Angle 1:



	Angle 2:


	Angle 2:



	Source 1:


	Source 1:



	Source 2:


	Source 2:




PART IV: (whole class) Remainder of class period- reserve last five minutes for closure

1. Play “I Call Dibs!”

2. Editor begins to map out article assignments, news stories/feature articles (Google docs, white-board, bulletin board paper). Staff members call dibs on article ideas.

3. Encourage loud obnoxious noises: bells, whistles, buzzers, phone apps for students to claim the article idea of choice.  Standing on chair/desk within reason.


4. Potential for student debate over claiming a topic; encourages problem resolution.

5. Students with similar article ideas may collaborate on various angles.

6. If there is a class secretary, he/she may record article ideas that were not used at this time for future reference. 

7. Class discussion time - Socratic seminar style for staff writers to get insight from peers, alternate source ideas, etc.

PART V: CLOSURE (Individual) 
	Article Exit Ticket
Article will be about (10 words or less):_____________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Essential question I want to answer: _______________________________________

___________________________________________________________




HOMEWORK
Students reflect on brainstorm sheet by organizing ideas into the following categories and provide a brief rationale for the brainstorm ideas not selected at this time. All of these ideas can be referred to at a later time.

	Definite future article:


	Possible future article:
	Not worth writing about:



	Why:


	Why:
	Why:




Story Ideas “Brainstorm Blitz” Day 2

PART I (small group 4-5) 8-10 minutes

1. Group story map

2. Article topic is placed on paper- student writes the two angles and sources suggested from


yesterday’s session.

3. PASS the paper to the right.

4. Students get two minutes to brainstorm on any aspect of topic: sources, alternate angle, interview


questions, essential question, photo ideas.

5. After two minutes- STOP-Rotate paper to student on the right.

6. Repeat process- students brainstorm on another topic and continue passing brainstorm papers until


paper reaches original student.

7. Encourage a lot of colored ink/pencil, highlighters, markers, etc.

PART II (Individual) 6-8 minutes

1.   Still using the same story map.

2.   Reflection on peer comments, annotate brainstorm paper- what works for article, what can be

eliminated.

PART III (Partner) 10-12 minutes

1. 
Still using same story map to annotate.

2. 
Finalize an angle.

3. 
Narrow in on sources.

4. 
Develop 5-7 open-ended questions for each source.

PART IV- CLOSURE: Two minutes- everyone finds a new partner. (Partner A and Partner B)

Each student gets one minute to speak to their partner to articulate their article main idea, angle, multiple sources, and offer two to three proposed interview questions.  Swap speaking partners.

SUBMIT Story map for brief evaluation- returned by end of class period, or next class session. Students encouraged to take a pic of their story map. 

Classwork/Homework Contact sources to schedule interviews. Familiarize yourself with sources-who are they?  Learn more about them.  Research topic.  
