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I. Overview and Rationale
This unit will teach students how to write and create a full package news story.  They should have previously learned how to do voice-overs, conduct interviews on-camera and how to shoot good B-roll.  Students will be introduced to proposing a story in and getting feedback from peers and the adviser and following through to the final creation of their package.  The emphasis of the unit is on telling a good story and seamlessly putting all elements together to create a Voice-Over/Sound-on-Tape (VO/SOT) package that is 1-3 minutes in length.  Students will also discuss the ethical considerations when interviewing as well as selecting sound bites for their packages.

II. Goals for Understanding

· Students will be able to select a story that is timely for the airdate selected and that follows all of the guidelines of good news judgment.

· Students will learn and utilize a 3-column script.

· Students will learn to choose appropriate sound bites from an interview to seamlessly tell a story.

· Students will work in Adobe Premiere to put story together including voice-overs, B-roll, SOTs and have package rough edited.  Students will not be required to add and finalize graphics.

III. Questions 

· What are the criteria for deciding what clips of B-roll and what sound bites should be used for creating the story?

· What are the legal and ethical issues to keep in mind when selecting cuts of a particular interview and choosing smaller portions of said interview?

· How do students seamlessly move from VO to SOT and tell a good story?

IV. Overviews and Timeline

90 minute class sessions, every other day.  Instruction is designed for 45 minutes of class lesson and teacher instruction and 45 minutes of “work time” for students to work on the assigned task.

Procedures: (All items in bold are attached as handouts and materials)
Day One – 

Lesson:  

1. Hot Seat Instructions and Story Proposal Form.
2. Discuss where and how to come up with story ideas.
3. Put Brainstorming PowerPoint up for students to use while coming up with Story

       Proposal.

Work Time:  

1. Students work in groups of 2-4 (depending on class size) to come up with a story

       and complete story proposal form.  Students need to prepare for the hot seat the   

       next class period.

Day Two – 

Lesson:

1. Hot Seat Day!  Class discussion on students’ story angles and suggestions and ideas

        on additional interviews and stories.

2. This will probably take the entire class period but will depend greatly on the size of

        the class and the numbers of groups that need to take the hot seat.

3. Students will hand in story proposal forms to be graded (story proposal grading
        rubric attached) and will be graded on proposals being thorough, presentation in 
        the hot seat, and appropriateness of story.

Work Time:

1. If there is any time left, allow students to regroup after hot seat and discuss any

       changes and additions to their story proposal before handing in to teacher.

Day Three – 

Lesson:

1. Take Broadcast Terms Quiz to review previously learned information on B-roll, 
        types of shots, etc.  I usually have the students work on this alone at first, and then 
        give them a few minutes to work with a friend to find the right answers.

2. Interview Activity – Present the following scenario to the class:  A new study comes 
        out linking poor sleeping habits to poor performance in school.

a. Have students individually make a list of potential interviewees for this story.

b. Share and discuss ideas and choose one from the combined class list and ask students to identify why they would choose that person.  What is the objective for that interview?  Using their list of potential sources they originally created, have students either individually or in small groups answer the questions on the primary and secondary source questions PowerPoint on a separate sheet of paper and hand in.

3. Remind students that some B-roll footage and interviews may need to be completed

       outside of class time.

4. Students need to have all B-roll and interviews completed by next class period.

Work Time:

1. Students work on conducting interviews and gathering B-roll footage.

Day Four – 

Lesson:

1. PowerPoint presentation on writing a good story combining VO, SOT and B-roll to seamlessly tell a good story.

2. Review 3-column script “Spirit Script” and watch the accompanying package.

Work Time:

1. Students write their story into the 3-column script format (scripts can either be due 
       at the end of the period or they can be due the next class period.)

Day Five – 

Lesson:

1. Trade scripts with other groups and have students assess and comment on one another’s scripts. Use the 3-column script peer assessment form to give advice   and new ideas

Work Time:

1. Groups get their peer-reviewed scripts back and work on making any changes that might need to be made. Finalize their scripts and hand in to teacher.

Day Six – 

Lesson:
1.   
Discussion and introduction to legal issues involved in cutting and editing clips from

B-roll and especially SOTs.
2.   
Fish Bowl Ethics Scenario discussion on several scenarios that require ethical considerations.  Put 3-4 students inside the fish bowl per scenario and have them carry on a discussion about what they would do in that situation.  Teacher can change the students in the fish bowl with each new scenario until everyone has had a chance to be in the fish bowl.

Work Time:

1. Students begin work on editing their stories in selected editing software.  In this case the students have already been instructed in Adobe Premiere and know how to work in that particular program.

Final Day – 

Packages are due.  The instructor should give students any number of days to complete and finalize their edited packages.   That will depend greatly on the students and the amount of time they might need to finish editing.

V. Assessment 

Grading Rubric for VO-SOT News Package is attached and will be used by the teacher to grade the final product.

Include all worksheets or handouts required to do the lesson.

Story Proposal Form



Slug___________________

Issue # / Date___________________

Reporters________________________

Story Idea: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Interviewees: 

1.


2.


3.


Camera Equipment Needed: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B-roll Footage Needed: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Interview Questions:  

Name of Interviewee_______________________

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Name of Interviewee _______________________________

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Hot Seat and Story Proposal Assignment Instructions

1. In your groups come up with a list of 4-5 possible story ideas on a separate sheet of paper.

2. Discuss each story together and talk about possible B-roll footage

3. Ask yourselves the questions on the PowerPoint to narrow your ideas down to the story you believe would be the easiest to produce.

4. Remember to be sure your story passes the So What? Test and that you pay attention to current happenings within the school as well as the air date for the package.

5. Once your group has chosen a story idea, complete the story proposal form and prepare for the hot seat.

Hot Seat – What to expect!

· Your group will be required to share your story proposal with the rest of the class.  

· Be sure not to read the information straight from the proposal form but to share the information in an informal manner with the class.

· Remember that the class will be instructed to be critical of your idea in an attempt to get you to “think outside the box” for your story.

· Jot down notes as your classmates give you ideas and suggestions.  

· Remember just because somebody in the class suggests something does not mean that you have to do that.  However, be open to new ideas and angles.

Hot Seat Rules!

· During each groups story presentation, the rest of the class is not to comment or talk.

· Once the presentation is complete, class members may make comments, suggestions or ask questions.

· Only students that raise their hand can make comments.

· Students should not just speak out or comment over top of another student.

· Classmates should point out potential issues with the story, new ideas for angles on the story, or potential people to be interviewed.

· Groups that are presenting can answer or comment back to their classmates after they are done speaking.

· All comments need to be kept in the spirit of constructive criticism.

· If a classmate makes a constructive criticism, they must offer an alternative or solution to the possible issue.

· Positive comments are encouraged and welcome.

1. Can we really produce this story? 
2. Do we have or can we get access to people needed to tell this story?
3. Do we have or can we get transportation to the locations we need to visit? 
4. Does the story have a unique edge to it? 
5. Can the story appeal to an audience outside my immediate area? 
6. Does the story have a student perspective that can be told? Would a younger audience appreciate seeing or reading this story? 
7. Are the characters in the story compelling? Do they have interesting stories to tell? 
8. Are there extra research statistics or data available that will broaden the scope of the story? 
9. Do we know what agencies, organizations, or entities we would have to contact to get research to give real context to this story or background to the story? 
Hot Seat and Story Proposal Grading Rubric

Reporter’s Names ___________________________________________________________________________

Total Score _____________________

Story Proposal – 20 points

______
Story Idea is clearly stated and timely for the selected air date.

______
3 Interviewees are listed with all appropriate contact information.

______
Camera equipment needs are clearly labeled.

______
B-roll footage is clearly explained.   Group included dates and times of footage as well as possible angles and ideas for how to film said footage.

______
Interview Questions are listed for two potential interviews.  Questions are open-ended and build on one another to get good soundbites.   

Hot Seat – 20 points

______
Students are clear in their presentation of their story.  They share all elements, including B-roll ideas, interview ideas, and the specific angle they plan to take for their story.

______
Students take notes during hot seat from suggestions made by other students.

______
Students are accepting of constructive criticism and open to new ideas.

______
Students are prepared and don’t seem to be “making it up as they go along.”

Broadcast News Quiz

I.
Roles & Responsibilities – Matching

_____  1.

Producers

_____  2.

Reporters

_____  3.        
Researchers

_____  4.
Video Photographers/Camera Operators

_____  5.
Sound Technician

_____  6.
Lighting Technician

_____  7.
Copy Editors/

Fact Checkers

_____  8.
Video Editor

A. Provide the camera operator with adequate illumination

B. Confer with producer/reporter and decide how to shoot the scene

C. Conduct interviews in the field and have ease in communications.

D. Direct the News team under a single focus and supervise, research, plan and organize the story.

E. Support the team by providing background information and research on the story topic.

F. Coordinate all aspects related to the production’s audio.

G. Edit all the sound and video gathered in the field into a final video package.

H. Read and correct scripts received from producers and reporters.

II.
Define these 4 types of broadcast news stories.

9.
Hard News - 

10.
Issues News – 

11.
News Sidebars - 

12.
Features - 

13. An example of secondary sources could be considered:

a. Reference books in the library

b. Periodical articles

c. Government reports and publications

d. Public records

e. All of the above

14.  Give one example of a primary source for the story that you are working on.

Give a brief description of each type of shot:

15. Two-shot (TS)

16. Single-shot

17. Medium-shot (MS)

18. Close-up (CU)

19. Extreme Close-up (ECU)

20. Establishing shot

21. Walking shot

22. Wide-shot (WS)

23. Low angle shot

24. Tilt

25. Pan

Match the Following terms to their definitions:

_____  26.
VO

_____  27.  SOT

_____  28.  NAT

_____  29.  B-roll
_____  30.  Interviews

_____  31.  Reporter’s Track

_____  32.  Music

_____  33.  Stand-up

_____  34.  Anchor Lead-in

A. Various supportive video that illustrates the story

B. The reporter’s narration of the story, sometimes called a voice-over or VO, because the voice is heard over video and the reporter is not seen on camera.

C. Difficult to use because of copyright protections.

D. Voice-Over

E. People talking in the story to show various viewpoints, knowledge of the subject, or expertise.

F. Sound on Tape

G. Natural Sound

H. The appearance of the reporter on camera to summarize a point in the story, offer a transition, or to close out the report.

I. A beginning paragraph that leads the viewer into the story and is recorded in the studio by the anchor.

Primary and Secondary Source Questions

1. Which of these sources is a primary source and which is secondary?
2. Did you leave any potential sources off the list that you would like to add?
3. Can you identify at least one strength and one weakness for each source?
4. Do you foresee any potential biases in any of the sources?
5. Are the sources balanced?  (e.g., pro and con, liberal and conservative, prosecution and defense, etc.)?
6. What steps would you need to take to make sure that the sources you use provide a balanced report?
7. Rank your sources, from most important to least important.

Fish Bowl Ethics Scenario

Instructions:  Each group inside the fishbowl will be given a set amount of time to discuss each ethical situation and come up with a final decision.  All students outside the fish bowl are to observe only.  No comments can be made.

Scenarios:

Scenario 1 - Students chose a song for the annual introduction of their show that was not part of shared assets owned by the school and district for video editing.  The entire introduction was filmed and matched directly, and quite cleverly, with the song.  The advisor was not aware that they had chosen their own music until after the entire edit was complete and ready for air.

Scenario 2 – A student doing a story on the haunted tunnels below their school.  For the establishing shot, the student wanted to use the creepy laughter from Michael Jackson’s “Thriller.”  It was about a 3 second clip of the song and set the tone of the piece.

Scenario 3 - Student reporters are conducting a story on “disgusting” student habits.  Reporters go around from room to room and film students inside the classroom (unbeknownst to them) doing such things as picking noses, cracking knuckles, etc.

Scenario 4 - Students are doing a story about a student that was fined/punished for running across the field at a final Girls Soccer Game in the middle of game play.  The students call the boy down to interview him and plan to not tell him what they are doing it for in order to "get better answers."

Scenario 5 – Students are writing a story about student public displays of affection (PDA) – They plan to film students in the hallways (in a public domain) engaged in public displays of affection that are clearly against school policy.

Scenario 6 - A story about weighted vs. unweighted GPA’s in which a student being interviewed talks about the easy classes the star of the football team is taking and how it is obvious he is not as smart as the student taking 5 AP classes even though he is getting the same GPA for the easier classes.
Grading Rubric for News Package

Name(s)__________________________________________________

	
	Excellent
	Good 
	Needs Improvement

	Newsworthiness and timeliness of story
	Student was aware of air date for their story and chose a timely and worthwhile topic for their package.
	Student chose a topic that was of somewhat interest to the student body but paid little attention to the essence of time and date on the deadline.
	Student chose a topic that was of little or no value to the student body.  A topic that was not informative or helped the students to know something they did not know or understand before.

	
	10
	6
	0-5 (teacher discretion)

	Told a good story
	Students told a good story with a clear beginning, middle and ending.

Students seamlessly combined all elements of VO, SOT and B-roll to tell a good story.
	Students did not write a clear beginning, middle and/or ending for their story.

Some of the jumps from VO to SOT to B-roll were a little rough and could have been made more concise with better writing.
	Students failed to write the story using storytelling techniques and failed to “tell a story” at all.

Writing was not clear or concise and bordered on being confusing.  

	

	10
	6
	0-5 (teacher discretion)

	VO’s
	Students wrote and recorded Voice-Overs that clearly established a link between SOT’s and B-roll to help carry the story.

VO’s flow smoothly between SOT’s and carry the story.
	Voice-Overs were weak or included asking the interview questions prior to the SOT.

Voice-Overs are louder or quieter than the rest of the footage.
	Students failed to create VO’s for their package at all.

Students only wrote Voice-Overs in the form of interview questions, which clearly establishes lack of knowledge on using VO’s to carry a story.

	
	10
	6
	0-5 (teacher discretion)

	SOT’s
	Soundbites for SOT’s are well chosen and help to establish the emotional element in the story.

SOT’s are placed in the story effectively to help keep the story moving.

SOT’s are shot with good angles and lighting and audio is good.

Students clearly chose their interviewee carefully and asked well-prepared questions.
	Soundbites are a little too long or not well chosen as best examples of interviewees answers.

SOT angles, lighting and or audio are weak and could be improved.

Seems that students chose interviewee somewhat haphazardly and without too much thought.

Interview questions were not well-prepared.
	Soundbites are too long and don’t seem to fit in the story.  Almost seems as if the students placed them in order to have one rather than to help tell their story.

Camera angles are poorly done.

Lighting and audio were clearly not taken into account when filming interviews. 

Interviewees poorly selected.

Questions seemed to be asked on the spot as opposed to carefully prepared.

	
	10
	6
	0-5 (teacher discretion)

	B-roll

	B-roll fits perfectly with VO’s and flows in and out of SOT’s and VO’s with ease.

Camera angles are creative and footage is not shaky.
	B-roll flow is a little choppy and seems to disrupt the flow of the story.

Footage is shaky and appears students did not use a tripod when filming.
	There is no B-roll footage evident in the story or it seems to have been added as an afterthought.

Footage is very shaky and/or lighting is poor.

	
	10
	6
	0-5 (teacher discretion)

	3-column Script


	Script is written in 3-column format and gives very clear direction under all 3 columns.  Students have been careful to write the story with a combination of VO, SOT and B-roll.

There is obvious evidence of student knowledge of broadcast terms.
	Some elements of the script seem to not be developed as well and would not be clear to an editor or graphics person in order to add those elements.

Students missed some elements of VO, SOT and B-roll.
	Scripts are poorly written and don’t develop all 3 columns completely.  Proper terminology is not used and evidence is not apparent of student knowledge with terms.



	
	10
	6
	0-5 (teacher discretion)


